SESSION 3

How can we prevent pests eating the seeds?




Match the name of the arable crop to the seed and then the product

Image credits: H. Zell/epicbeer/CIMMYT/insatiablemunch/Didriks/avixyv/NSW DPI Schools program



Porridge,
flapjacks,
oatcakes

Bread, pasta

Beer, barley
water,

scotch broth
\_ y

. Iage credits: H. Zell/epicbeer/CIMMYT/insatiablemunch/Didriks/avixyv/NSW DPI Schools program



Image credits: H. Zell/insatiablemunch/sebilden
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Image credits: epicbeer/avixyv/Yoshimai
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Add a subject I neEd vour help!

Dear Young Engineers,

Every year | sow around 460 wheat seeds per every square metre of my fields, and | need at least 400 of
these seeds to grow into mature plants if | am going to get the yield | need.

In the last few years, | have seen a rise in pests, like small rodents such as rats and field mice as well as
birds like seagulls and crows, eating my newly planted seeds before they germinate. My crop yield is as

low as 345 plants per square metre which is a problem.

Although these animals are all important to the ecosystem and | have done a lot to increase biodiversity
on my farm. | am seeking solutions to deter them from ruining my crop.

Any suggestions?

Farmer Hannah
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Engineers
collaborate to
design and plan
solutions.

Engineers
research the
problem and

useful

technologies.

Today we have been working
like an engineer by imagining

\

and planning possible solutions

\_

to the problem of pests eating
freshly sown seeds.
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